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The Role of the Malian Military in Managing the
Political Transition since 2020

Osama Abdel alliem
* Abstract

It was not expected that Mali, the country that ¥es countries
considered during the two decades prior to 201Beta model of
“emerging democracies” and which suffered seri@percussions as
a result of the 2012 coup, would witness two sugigesmilitary
coups within less than a year between August 2020May 2021.
And “force,” to become the only tool for expressiaginion and
controlling the reins of government in the counsky the military
institution becomes the main and perhaps the artbyr & the course
of events. The escalation of the crisis in Malipeasally in its
northern part, is one of the results of the Libgasil war in 2011, as
it transformed the extremist organizations ancdetfitre Sahel region
in Africa, into an attractive area for terrorismdaiflicit trade. This,
in addition to the terrorist attacks that Mali &cing, makes the
political crisis there not appear to be an accidlerrisis as much as
it is a structural one, and the problems that Néales are secondary
manifestations of that structural crisis that isigfering from. Since
its independence from France in 1960, Mali has egised several
rebellions, mainly launched by Tuareg groups, imitah to a
number of military coups that exacerbated povertyruption and
unemployment. The August 2020 coup increased tipthdef this
crisis, considering that it removed the entire l@wi political class
and restored power in the hands of a group of avffigers. The
security and political scene in Mali during the tpfesv years raises
many questions about the implications for stabihtyhis country, as
well as the expected future paths of developmenhdali following
the recent military coup in May 2021.

Keywords: Military institution, Transitional stages, Mali
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