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Social and Economic Functions of Popular Daily Markets
An Anthropological Study in Alexandria

Dr. Shaimaa Mohamed El-Sayed M ohamed

e Abstract

Popular markets are considered to be one of theegls of
popular cultural heritage and an essential partcommercial
activities in many societies. Popular markets p&y important
developmental role as one of the informal econosdctors that
constitute an essential part of the economic systenkgyptian
society. This study is based on a main assumpliandtates “since
popular markets have their social and economictions, they play
an important role in the development of the sotiefherefore, this
study aims to reveal the social and economic fonstiof popular
markets. The field study of this research focusethe Al-Gheit Al-
Saidi market behind the Fever Hospital in the Ale@Al-Saidi area,
administratively affiliated with the Central Alexda district. The
current study relied on the use of several theaneke context of
collecting and analyzing the material, such ascfional theory and
social anthropological trend, or what is known fas $ocial trend in
economic anthropology, in the context of the systi@rtreatment of
the study, the researcher used the descriptiveoapprand the case
study approach. The study also relied in the fietdthe use of
observation in various types and interviews of masi types and
reliance on informants in collecting information, addition to the
use of the fieldwork guide prepared specifically hus study. Thus,
the field study showed the validity of the existihgpothesis that
popular markets play an important role in develggnociety through
the social and economic functions they performthay contribute
effectively to achieving the local community’s eoomc
development.
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