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Blacksmiths in Western Sudan (628-1000 AH / 1230-15®#D)
According to Archaeological Excavations

Prof. Dr. Suzi Abaza

e Abstract

During the era of the Mali and Songhay states (B62@0
AH/1230-1591 AD), the Western Sudan region witndsske
emergence of multiple activities in different ceaftarried out by a
group of specialized craftsmen. Given the impomtapicstudying the
conditions of the craftsmen and their craft acfivit was necessary
to research and study them and choose the mosttamparaftsmen.
In Western Sudan, they are blacksmiths to be a stasly, as they
are the most important craftsmen who were preseniéVestern
Sudan at that period.

These blacksmiths were able to preserve the origind
techniques of their craft for successive generatiand they played
a prominent role in the products they provided eegly weapons,
which facilitated the expansion processes witneggeithe countries
of Mali and Song. They also contributed to provglitools that
helped the movement of society through the variowadts they
produced. Multi-use.

This study aims to examine the origins of thesekdmiths, know
the techniques of their craft, the most importanthaeological
evidence for the existence of their craft, and krtbe aspects of
their social life. It has become clear to us thiougading historical
studies of the Western Sudan region that there special study on
this subject despite its importance, and thaelitths been written
about it. It is very scattered in recent studied thentioned passing
references about them as part of their monitorihgraftsmen in
general, and what was written did not exceed onéwor pages.
Hence, the topic of blacksmiths in Western Sudainduhe era of
the Mali and Songhay states was chosen.

Key words: Blacksmiths, Archaeological Excavations in Western

Sudan, Mali, Songhay
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