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The Impact of American-Chinese Rivaliry in the Horn of
Africa on Egyptian National Interests

Ahmed Elsayed Elsersawy

» Abstract

The study addresses Egypt's national interesthanAffrican Horn
region, these intersts can be divided into thremtypes: the first type
is vital interests, which includes preserving Egphtistorical and
acquired water rights in the Nile River. This isssecrucial for the
survival of the Egyptian people. Egypt faces acfewvater challenges,
including negative perceptions from upstream coestrtowards
downstream states, in addition to the water sgaisgue caused by
population growth. One of the factors that haseased the escalation
of threats is Ethiopia's construction of the Rersise Dam with the
support of several international powers, includ@ifgna and the United
States, with the aim of controlling the waters loé INile. The second
type of interests is vital interests, which inclygteserving the security
of the Red Sea, ensuring the security of Sudan, abngpterrorism,
and addressing security threats emanating frontthva of Africa. The
third type is the primary interests, which inclusnomic and political
interests in the region.

The American-Chinese rivalry in the Horn of Africarges a
number of opportunities and challenges for Egyptiational interests
in the region. The rivalry represents a challengeEgyptian water
interests due to the centrality of Ethiopia in fh@erican and Chinese
strategy. For the Egyptian vital and main, The AwaT-Chinese
rivalry in the region brought a mixture of opporities and challenges.
The opportunities are: a decrease in cases ofypieadecrease in the
intensity of terrorist acts in the region, and twe countries’ efforts to
contain the situation in Sudan, increasing econongwelopment
efforts and upgrading infrastructure in the cowsrof the region, and
the potential Egyptian benefit from "competing imlives" between
Washington and Beijing. while the challenges incluggansion of the
military presence, raising of the state of poldr@a and internal
instability in the region, and the growing of thigesof the economic
challenges facing Egypt in light of the economiahy between the
two countries in the region. And the increasing tbé American
political pressure on Egypt to reduce its relatianth China.
Keywords: Egyptian interests, The United States, China, Hdrn o
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