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Women in the Kingdom of Dahomey (1718 AD - 1894 AD)
A study of its Political and Military Roles

Dr. Osama Abdel Tawab Mohammed
Dr. Badawi Riad Abdel Samea

» Abstract

The study of African kingdoms in the pre-Europearionial
period is an important research requirement. Eapgciafter
colonialism worked to erase the history of thesggdioms in order
to separate the African from his past and link arthe language,
history and civilization of the colonizer so that would remain
subordinate to him. Therefore, this study was albarhen and their
political and military role in the Kingdom of Dah@&w in the period
from 1718 to 1894, in order to know their most imtpat political
positions and their role in the Royal Palace of @afly. And also in
its military roles, which crystallized in its strgmesistance to French
colonialism in the late nineteenth century, whiemned it a global
reputation that it is still proud of to this day.

Keywords: Dahomey Kingdom, African women, African female
warriors, Amazons, Dahomean women, African
kingdoms
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) Bay, Enda G: Op. Cit., P. 186.

Ll cle )3l Jlae 8 Juenll asals ASkea 8 Lygysall coni o YY) Cuihg cun @
mid) e lehlud Biia e daboat) dad Alaall |ilial ccul) JiaS Jpane dualdy
(onsplal L slall e toa ol i gl Cansal by L 3850 B)ladl sl
o ASLaall & 3dyllg Aypamall Shaliall il 8 Ligsall 28U 35 00 4 Caaas oG
Forbes, Fredrick E: Op. Cit., P. 31. ok pdie aaldl) ) Caaiie
o 2 slhey Wiy ¢ casals condi alal Lyiuny AS0aall 558 bty @y psleaall cuanff @)
Pl e 558 IS aaall e slae (udl gillanll Zualds Gangys¥) Oismsall Jil )l
cre Jsmanll @iy ¢l 3lad ore Yoy Jidil) Coyy (b G gl 3ylacll Jpaill Ll

Ady BY) bl Al 4.\“?
1




Ak s A & il e dalud o

oo 1889.le ing 1858ale (o s dllall jome 6 dSledll cuibial
Ay 8 A pal) Ledlas (e ASLaal) S Cun ¢ 55m Sl 4dlis jume
Wails 631 elllaally AShaall ani i Jal e Wiy 3)laall cliladd) (4e
285 Pyl clalal) eV Ea) ) cfies il 3 dyg 5081 Jall e bl
23 P Ay e cuilS LeleSh dasalall ) ol (gs ) (hall oS
iShed) 3 3850 5yl Gl ) Jeall @l e)ys (e ciians Oeiylany)
Byl 4S5l sas iyl (e saals gea dpSaall CYLERY) S5 A1y
e aalil) (Al e SUN Conaill 8 ¢ asalall cenil) o Uie caial
e A jid) il Gl Gua alall alie JS e LagSall Liagl) candi
@l 855l Aalud) fip san Bl ) dllia Gl LS L aaiaall il 431

PO sl 8 Lo Yy 2SI ALkl o) i

O el L ey JSI Applall e syladll @y e ldll e Glagsad e (llayd)
Pkl ¢ asaly ASla e o)lily ghem Cllall 55 3 s dealall 3 clalall Yl
- Burton, Richard P. A: Mission to Gelele, King DAhome, The Memorial

Edition of the Works of Captain Sir Richard F. RBurt 1864, vol. 1,
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Skertchly, J.A: Op. Cit., P. 367.
®) Forbes, Fredrick E: Op. Cit., Vol. 2, P. 56, 57.
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@ Garcia, Luc Messanvi: Archives et tradition oralepropos d'une enquéte
sur la politique du royaume de Danhomé a la finl8a siécle, Cahiers
d'études africaines, vol. 16, n°61-62, 1976, PR.-1295.

® d'Albeca, Alexandre L.: La France au Dahomey, Liler&iachette, Paris,
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@) Garcia, Luc Messanvi: Le royaume du Dahomé fade @énétration
colonial, Karthala, Paris, 1988, P. 98.
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d'Albeca, Alexandre L.Op. Cit., PP. 177 — 198.
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@ Bay, Enda G: Op. Cit., P.143, 144.
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@) Snelgrave, William: Op. Cit., PP. 34 — 39.

@ Snelgrave, William: Op. Cit., P. 126.

sy ol (ams ang G el e oLl il Blpudl (iany Sllia clg (9
17035l & apaaillys e el ol Jalgl 8 caadd) Jalas e (Bhalid) (g 8

&b Bhlall pany b Uady . leie g lall Jal e Coprn 2 8 8haly day JS s
5 85w e g lall Jal e AN gl e eludl) s i GUS L Gigia
ol laliadl e Luill (e 858 4320 S e auldl) ol J3l & sl elle of L

s laal) ey Ll oyt 8 clllaal) (o Wape castls i (€15 L A8l (e 45K
Loy 38l €L Gl Ui Ripn agaly 6o Lal) (55 18 L3500 ALY
2l ol eleay) DA e JElls de )l Gn castls 2l culayy S5 cde )3 Ual

Dokl sl dades sha e e OIS AUl AaluY) 8 asalal )l
Bay, Enda G: Op. Cit., P. 68.

? #2024 383 (2) € - (3) 2= - (46) 3z




— A Sal) g D) ) 92y A 33 (018941718 (raspld ASlan A B al)

sl (o Wamy yaail) auim gaill 38 ey inpa ol cuil€ Al de gite lDle
Glag) e s Gllal o ) 28l ASlaal) Lpra cilelis Al gl
el Jallyg elal) cgibilin o3 (gdlile ae Jlall) o o Lidl (<l
JLasy dege Aliuy 4l il LS ¢ o LainVly ) JalSill Ay ass il
DALl a1 dlE oy, ey
o dmy Aaali (asaly 8 SL) a8 WRguys 58 ST Glld) Clagy apda
(A olall £ Vgl agilis lsasih Slolall aa byalias CDLa b 151008 agiil<e G5l
il b a8 ae Jeags LI ADLA e Lie b ADLL el mrad
dngysy) dladl Gany €3 LS e calill () Gl Caaiia 8 Sl
il e el ol Al Jstans W Fan gy QT dal ) QT A5 o L
slo e alls @l muals o asalal) (Sl aUail 4ed Gl Cilagy apda
Oeilills Aty yamdll Aalaie 8 etin Jal g adl Glhsa il )
ol & enlal Al dpld) Gl e Jsanll Jilie Gl dadl Gean)sas
KON

aied b el el oIS 38 ALl e Laa) 3Ll 433850 Cang
¢l ddadt e il daladl BB < il Glalally Llagdl ceale oy
Gl Clag) old @l e Ty Ol oY) Dle) Lo cilag 3l calee @llag

oyl ag L Gl slat b cedahadl DA (e 5yl (e yhe G ) e

W bid., P.142, 143.
) Norris, Robert: OpCit., P. 86.

®) Ibid, P.50.
“® Bay, Enda G: Op. Cit., P.118.
®) Norris, Robert: OpCit., P.50.

Ady BY) bl Al 4.\“?
1



Ak s A & il e dalud o

Gl Bylas b Gl lall clagy o () cralaall cng ) G las 4]
Ol s Lnadid HlSial )il daa lalal @lldl sl laxie 1720 5le 2i
130 i a8y ol dacan s Jald) e G5 Glad ¢yl 0S5 cabind (1
Ledins € all 5500 89 550 QUM (rgaiy Cum ¢ gunpni Sl yiae 3 Y
¢LgiSlay Sllall culangy il 0 350 e 50l DacY) e Slab aaylail) el
b ol e SUISS G pall gl ) (a1 e sl caglaa] 5
b 05 Py V1 Ll (659 e V5a o o el 5 (e L) B
Ogazys Iy (B el G A )sSAl) el jlad ae caia ) Lis 38511 3l
B il Jahs cl)ll el luad oal @lalls dladl Clual als

Sllall calagy 3,88 o) e Cpelill o)l P 2 pal Jea ) g
Apanally fpaiall Slalia¥) e i 5<5 o1 108 380 ailuss ) @l
b ilSy Leian U Cilag3 aes Bpae (& A5V Angdll e ag callal
285 Dl sl s L) 25 plaill e Blial) (e Al LY
S5 2 Ll el cadall clagyll e Waadl pdie ol oyl jalias cliaas
JS ead D liaie Cilag) i ad GlS gusasi Sl (f 17724le & G5
L) a3 lal 15383 cundl o Wsa o ) LT a5 Tl (g sr gy Allae g
Ob Dl o) aladll e sl oyl 2851774 0le b asliy aie
OS U ¢ Lually Balal) o5 @llngg ¢ iyall culaga ol Gl DU cilag 3l
O V) gl el Al 13a g ys Aliadie de panaS Cplaing Sl culeal
Pl e sall (gie Gsllas

@ | aw, Robin: Slave-Raiders and Middlemen, Op. ®t.50, 51.
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Op. Cit., P. 567.
@ Bay, Enda G: Op. Cit., P.150.
®)Norris, Robert: OpCit., P.108.
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@) Law, Robin: The Oyo Empire, Op. Cit., P. 69.
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