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Pottery and daily lifein Ottoman Egypt

Dr. Khaled Abou Alroos
Abstract

Pottery vessels are a cultural heritage in Egypt since the dawn of
its long history and the beginnings of the first human civilization on
its land. Simple pieces of pottery spoke of history before it was
written, as the first excavations indicated the extent of the huge
amount of pottery pieces that crowded the Pharaonic tombs, starting
from the silent eras, that is, before the knowledge of writing, in
which we knew nothing about the people of that era, and here came
the role of the vessels and pieces of pottery to indicate The identity
and life of this man, who lived as if outside the crucible of history,
but the pottery pieces provided pictures of the daily life of this man
and continued in this manner until this day. With the passage of
time, pottery vessels developed, especialy in the Ottoman era, and
their shapes and colors varied, such as villas, pots, jars, jugs, pots,
and cauldrons. They spread throughout all regions of Egypt, noting
that Cairo and Upper Egypt accounted for the bulk of pot
manufacturing due to the abundance of clay. (Clay) mixed with the
abundance of quarries. There are many uses of pottery vessels in
daily life, in preserving oil, ghee, indigo dye, and raising water,
especidly with heat, which the German writer Emil Ludwig
expressed his great admiration for. He said: Thesejars are for raising
water, and if the Nile is the god of that country, then these jars are
his priests who distribute the spirit of this among the people. God.
Dates and pickles are also stored in jars in the Egyptian
countrysideThere are other uses of utensils, such as jars. To cool
water because there are pores in it that allow water to seep out of it,
which leads to evaporation and a decrease in the temperature of the
cold or small amount, thus cooling the water it contains. Thus,
pottery played an important role in daily life in the Ottoman era due
to itsmultiple usesin food and drink.

Keywords: Egypt, Ottoman era, Pottery vessels
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