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Electoral Violence in Nigeria since 2015
Typology and Causes

Dr. Rania Hussein Khafaga

e Abstract

Since its democratic transition in 1999, Nigerias haitnessed
increasing levels of electoral violence The phenuoneof electoral
violence has its implications on the entire Nigeridemocratic
experience as it negatively affects levels of elexdtparticipation,
electoral integrity and credibility and thus palél legitimacy. This
study aims to investigate the phenomenon of elattaolence in
Nigeria since 2015, in terms of the various causeading to it, as
well as the patterns and manifestations of suchlence in
successive elections.

The study provided several typologies of electafialence in
Nigeria based on the actors involved, the objestaved means used
and according to the timing during the electoraleyWith regard to
the factors explaining electoral violence in Nigerithe study
adopted an explanatory model that divides electocdénce causes
into three maincategories. The first group inclutéesgors related to
the nature of the political process, including tha&ttern of the
patrimonial political system, client-patron relaitsy and the spread
political violence culture. The second set of explay factors
includes factors related to the nature of the eftattprocesses
themselves, such as the level of competitivenefiseirelections, the
stakes of winning or losing the elections, the ahbtaristics of the
party system, and patterns of political mobilizati&inally, there is
a range of factors related to the election managenmstitutions
including the independence and efficiency of thieséitutions and
the nature of the electoral system.

Keywords: Nigeria, Electoral Violence, Electoral Processes,
Nigerian Elections
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(1) Sarah Birch & David Muchlinski, ‘The Dataset Gbuntries at Risk of
Electoral Violence’, InTerrorism& political Violence, Vol. 32, No. 2,
2020, p. 217,

-Nkwachukwu Orji and Nkiru UzodQp.Cit., pp. 10- 11

(2) African Electoral Violence Dataset

(3) Scott Straus, ‘Wars Do End! Changing PattefmBaiitical Violence in
Sub-Saharan Africa’, IAfrican Affairs , Vol. 111, No. 443, p. 193
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(1) Hanne Fjelde and Kristine Hoglur@p.Cit., pp. 162-185
(2) National Elections across Democracy and Autmc(AlELDA)
(3) Hanne Fjelde and Kristine Hoglur@dp.Cit., pp 165
(4) Countries at risk of Electoral Violence (CREV)
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(1) Aly Verjee, Chris Kwaja & Oge Onubogtligeria’s 2019 Elections:
Change, Continuity, and the Risks to Peac@Nashington: US Institute
of Peace, 2018), p. 4

(2) Ebere Onwudiwe and Chloe Berwind-Dart, Breakithg Cycle of
Electoral Violence in Nigeria, US Institute of Pea2010. P. 5
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(1) All Africa, ‘Nigeria: One Killed, Another Injied in Kano APC Clash’,
17th November 2016. Available at
https://allafrica.com/stories/201611170199.html

(2) ACLED, Political Violence and the 2023 Nigerian Elections 22
February. Available aPolitical Violence and the 2023 Nigerian Election
(acleddata.com)

(3) International crisis groupNigeria’s Elections: Avoiding A Political
Crisis, Africa Report No 123. 28 March 2007. P.11
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(1) Yusuf Bangura, ‘Will There Be an Upset in Pdesitial Election’,
Kujenga Amani, 23 Feb, 2023. Available at: https://kujenga-
amani.ssrc.org/2023/02/23/will-there-be-an-upsetigerias-
presidential-election/

(2) Yusuf BanguraOp.Cit.

(3) Ernest Toochi Aniche, ‘The David and Goliathda@015 Election
Outcomes in Nigeria: From the Opposition to theifuparty’ Ininsight
on Africa, Vol.10, No.1. p.32

(4) Aly Verjee, Chris Kwaja and Oge Onubo@p.Cit., p.9
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Yusuf Bangura, ‘Will There Be an Upset in Presidarilection’, Kujenga Amani, 23
Feb, 2023. Available at: https://kujenga-amani.ssgt2023/02/23/will-there-be-an-
upset-in-nigerias-presidential-election/
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(1) Ebere Onwudiwe and Chloe Berwind-DaBreaking the Cycle of
Electoral Violence in Nigeria ( Washington: US Institute of
Peace,2010), p. 6
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https://www.nigeriawatch.org/index.php?urlactiontsdew&id_evt=39162&rang=7
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Hanne Fjelde and Kristine Hoglun@p.Cit., pp. 162-185
(2) ACLED, Political Violence and the 2023 Nigeri&hections. Available
at. Political Violence and the 2023 Nigerian Electicacléddata.com)
Accessed at August 2023.
(3) International Crisis GroupNigeria’s Dangerous 2015 Elections:
Limiting the Violence, Africa Report No220. s4 November 2014. p. 8

(4) Nigeria Watch Database.
https://www.nigeriawatch.org/index.php?urlactiontsdew&id _evt=38864&rang=19

(5) Nigeria Watch Database.
https://www.nigeriawatch.org/index.php?urlactiontséew&id_evt=40901&rang=3

(6)Nigeria Watch Database.
https://www.nigeriawatch.org/index.php?urlactiontifew&id _evt=38836&rang=22

(7) Nigeria Watch Database.
https://www.nigeriawatch.org/index.php?urlactiontséew&id _evt=38887&rang=27

(8) Nigeria Watch Database.
https://www.nigeriawatch.org/index.php?urlactiontsdew&id_evt=38870&rang=29
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(1) ACLED, Paolitical Violence and the 2023 Nigerigfections Op.Cit.
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- https://www.nigeriawatch.org/index.php?urlactionféew&id_evt=38815&rang=11
- https://www.nigeriawatch.org/index.php?urlactiontdew&id_evt=39309&rang=5
(2) Political Violence and the 2023 Nigerian Electiacléddata.com)

(3) Hanne Fjelde & Kristine Hoglun@p.Cit., p. 163
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- Sarah Birch, Ursula Daxecker, Kristine HoglunBlectoral Violence: An

Introduction, InJournal of Peace ResearcR020, Vol.57, No.1, pp. 5-6

(1) Nigeria Watch,Fifth Report on Violence in Nigeria 2015 p.8

Available at: https://www.nigeriawatch.org/media/html/Reports/N®#Aatch-
Report15FVF.pdf
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(1) Aly Verjee, Chris Kwaja & Oge OnubogOp.Cit., p.4, p.10
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Nyesom Wike’' . InAfrica Report. 25 January 2023. Available at
Nigeria 2023: Rivers State, fief of spoiler-in-dhidyesom Wike - The
Africa Report.com.

Abia, Anambra, Ebony, Enugu, Img@» il &l 5l (2)

(3) Ben Ezeamalu, Nigeria 2023: Will Peter Obi moioen end south-
easterners’ voting apathy? In Africa Report, 24udayn 2023, Avialable
at Nigeria 2023: Will Peter Obi momentum end southt@a®rs’ voting
apathy? - The Africa Report.com
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