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Abstract  

 

The impact of the Silk Road on the volume of Chinese Investment in 

Kenya 

The volume of Chinese investments in Kenya has significantly 

expanded since its independence in 1963, which has reflected on the 

number of projects between the two countries. The number of Chinese 

companies in Kenya has also increased. This is due to the Belt and Road 

Initiative, which pumped huge funds to invest in Kenya in all economic, 

social, tourism and agricultural.... etc, fields. These projects are among 

the leading service projects that have the ability to increase the national 

product, provide employment opportunities and attract profitable 

investments optimum utilization of resources, urban expansion, 

agricultural expansion and industrial settlement, and effective 

contribution to structural reform programs, stimulating tourism, 

supporting economic integration, and transporting goods and passengers; 

Which had an impact in supporting the development of Kenya. 

This  paper  presents the impact of the Silk Road on the volume of 

Chinese investment in Kenya through four sections: The first section 

presents an overview of the investment law in Kenya, the second section 

explains Kenya's relationship with African regional economic 

development, the third section shows the volume of Chinese investments 

and their geographical distribution in Kenya, and the fourth section 

reviews the most important challenges facing Chinese investments in 

Kenya and ways Counteract it with some recommendations. 
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 كينياأولاً: نظرة عامة عن قانون الاستثمار في 

 

Source: The Commonwealth: Kenya 

countries/kenya-member-https://thecommonwealth.org/our 

                                                           

 

( ) Central Intelligence Agency The world Fact Book: Kenya 

 https://www.cia.gov/library/publications/the-world-factbook/geos/ke.html

https://thecommonwealth.org/our-member-countries/kenya
https://www.cia.gov/library/publications/the-world-factbook/geos/ke.html
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( ) Kenya Investment Authority:  

 http://www.invest.go.ke/services/investment-promotion/ 

( )  Forbes: The Best Countries For Business 2019: U.K. On Top, U.S. Down 

 https://www.forbes.com/sites/kurtbadenhausen/2018/12/19/the-best-countries-for-

business-2019-u-s-down-u-k-on-top/?sh=7b7e253e52d5 

 

http://www.invest.go.ke/services/investment-promotion/
https://www.forbes.com/sites/kurtbadenhausen/2018/12/19/the-best-countries-for-business-2019-u-s-down-u-k-on-top/?sh=7b7e253e52d5
https://www.forbes.com/sites/kurtbadenhausen/2018/12/19/the-best-countries-for-business-2019-u-s-down-u-k-on-top/?sh=7b7e253e52d5


  

 

 

 

 

 

 مجلة الدراسات الإفريقية 

 

 

 
Source: Muhamad A. Jezan:  ” Presentation on Initiatives to Improve Cargo 

Handling at the Port of Mombasa”,(Kenya: Kenya port Authority, 2018)p10 

 

Kiunga . Lamu . Ngomeni . Malindi . Kilifi  Takaungu . 

Mtwapa . Funzi . Shimoni . Vanga

 

 
Muhamad A. Jezan:  ” Presentation on Initiatives to Improve Cargo Handling at 

the Port of Mombasa”,(Kenya: Kenya port Authority, 2018)P9 
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( ) Muhamad A. Jezan:  ” Presentation on Initiatives to Improve Cargo Handling 

at the Port of Mombasa”,(Kenya: Kenya port Authority, 2018) p21 

 REPUBLIC OF KENYA: “Kenya Vision 2030”(Kenya: Republic of Kenya, 

August 2007)

 Government of Kenya :  “Kenya Vision 2030”(Kenya: Office of the Prime 

Minister Ministry of state for Planning, National Development and Vision 2030 , 

Sessional paper No. 10 of 2012) 

( ) Untacd: " An Investment Guide to Kenya Opportunities and Conditions"( United 

Nations, 2012),p1-2 



  

 

 

 

 

 

 مجلة الدراسات الإفريقية 

 

 

 Aquaculture Business Development 

Program (ABDP) 

ppp 

 Homa BayMigoriKakamega

KirinyagaNyeriMeru

 Tharaka NithiKisiiKisumuSiaya

BusiaEmbuKiambuMachakosKajiado

 

 

Special Economic Zone (SEZ) At Dongo Kundu

BOT

Dongo Kundu, Kwale County

                                                           

( ) Sustainable Blue Economy Conference:” Blue Economy Bankable 

Projects”(Nairobi: Sustainable Blue Economy Conference, November 2018)p11 
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SEZ

 Lamu Resort City 

Lamu Port South-Sudan Ethiopia Transport Corridor Development 

Authority (LCDA) Public Private Partnership (PPP)

ppp 

 ثانياً: علاقة كينيا بالتجمعات الاقتصادية الاقليمية الافريقية  

 

 Tripartite Free Trade Area (TFTA) 

                                                           

( ) Ibid, p26 

Lamu
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( ) East African Community:  

 https://www.eac.int/overview-of-eac 

( ) International Trade Administration, U.S. Department of Commerce 

 https://www.export.gov/article?id=Kenya-trade-agreements 

( ) East African Community: 

 https://www.eac.int/ 

https://www.eac.int/overview-of-eac
https://www.export.gov/article?id=Kenya-trade-agreements
https://www.export.gov/article?id=Kenya-trade-agreements
https://www.eac.int/
https://www.eac.int/
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East African Community 

(EAC) 

 

Monetary Union Protocol

EAC

Common Market for 

Eastern and Southern 

Africa (COMESA) 

  

Economic Community of 

West African States 

(ECOWAS) 

 

 

Southern African 

Development Community 

(SADC) 

  

Economic Community of 

Central African States 

(ECCAS) 

  

Intergovernmental 

Authority on 

Development (IGAD)

Arab 

Maghreb Union (UMA)

Economic 

Community of Sahel-

Saharan States (CEN-

SAD) 

 

Preferential Trade Agreement

 

http://www.acrseg.org/39227 

http://www.acrseg.org/39227
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 ثالثاً: حجم الاستثمارات الصينية وتوزيعها الجغرافي في كينيا

   

 

 

 

                                                           

( ) Business Daily: Chinese Companies Say Employing 50,000 In Kenya 

         WEDNESDAY, AUGUST 28, 2019 

 https://www.businessdailyafrica.com/news/Chinese-companies-say-employing-

50-000-in-Kenya/539546-5252560-6e7tgb/index.html 

https://www.businessdailyafrica.com/news/Chinese-companies-say-employing-50-000-in-Kenya/539546-5252560-6e7tgb/index.html
https://www.businessdailyafrica.com/news/Chinese-companies-say-employing-50-000-in-Kenya/539546-5252560-6e7tgb/index.html
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Source: China-Africa Research Initiative, Johns Hopkins University SAIS, Data: 

Chinese Investment in Africa, “Chinese FDI Flow to African Countries”2022 

 http://www.sais-cari.org/chinese-investment-in-africa 

http://www.sais-cari.org/chinese-investment-in-africa
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Bussines Daily: Chinese companies say employing 50,000 in Kenya 

Wednesday, August 28, 2019 

 https://www.businessdailyafrica.com/news/Chinese-companies-say-employing-

50-000-in-Kenya/539546-5252560-6e7tgb/index.html

 

 2006سنة 

 عدد الوظائف المحلية بالشركات الصينية عدد الشركات الصينية

سنة 

2018 

https://www.businessdailyafrica.com/news/Chinese-companies-say-employing-50-000-in-Kenya/539546-5252560-6e7tgb/index.html
https://www.businessdailyafrica.com/news/Chinese-companies-say-employing-50-000-in-Kenya/539546-5252560-6e7tgb/index.html
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 CNOOC LTD:  CNOOC Limited Expands Overseas Exploration to Kenya

 https://www.cnoocltd.com/art/2006/4/28/art_8421_1130291.html 

https://www.cnoocltd.com/art/2006/4/28/art_8421_1130291.html
https://www.cnoocltd.com/art/2006/4/28/art_8421_1130291.html
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CNOOCCorporation China National Offshore Oil

 

Huangpai Grain 

Processing Ltd

 Chinese supermarketHorizon Ivato Supermarket Ltd

  

 

 

                                                           

CNOOC

CNOOC

Fortune Global 500Petroleum Intelligence Weekly (PIW

 https://www.cnooc.com.cn/col/col6141/index.html 

( ) kennedy Mwengei b. Ombaba:” A Study on The Impact Of 

China’s Investments In Africa: The Case Of Kenya), p 13709. 

( ) Ibid, p 13710 

https://www.cnooc.com.cn/col/col6141/index.html
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Source: Kenya National Highway Authority: 

https://www.kenha.co.ke/index.php/road-network 

                                                           

( ) Kenya National Highway Authority: 

 https://www.kenha.co.ke/index.php/road-network 

https://www.kenha.co.ke/index.php/road-network
https://www.kenha.co.ke/index.php/road-network
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. China Road and BridgeCRBC

 

 

 

Nairobi Standard Gauge Railway (SRG)–Mombasa The

Mombasa  KampalaKigaliJuba 

                                                           

( ) Xiaotian Sun : “Chines FDI : A study of the impact of Chinese infrastructure 

investments in Kenya, Africa”,( Columbia University, master thesis, 2015)  p 15 

( ) Ibid,  p 15 
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( ) Reuters: Kenya opens $1.5 billion Chinese-built railway linking Rift Valley town 

and Nairobi

 https://www.reuters.com/article/us-kenya-railway/kenya-opens-1-5-billion-

chinese-built-railway-linking-rift-valley-town-and-nairobi-idUSKBN1WV0Z0 

( ) Kenya Railway 

 http://krc.co.ke/ 

https://www.reuters.com/article/us-kenya-railway/kenya-opens-1-5-billion-chinese-built-railway-linking-rift-valley-town-and-nairobi-idUSKBN1WV0Z0
https://www.reuters.com/article/us-kenya-railway/kenya-opens-1-5-billion-chinese-built-railway-linking-rift-valley-town-and-nairobi-idUSKBN1WV0Z0
http://krc.co.ke/
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https://ar.maps-kenya-ke.com/%D9%82%D9%8A%D8%A7%D8%B3-

%D9%85%D8%B3%D8%AA%D9%88%D9%89-

%D8%A7%D9%84%D8%B3%D9%83%D9%83-

%D8%A7%D9%84%D8%AD%D8%AF%D9%8A%D8%AF%D9%8A%D8%A9-

%D9%81%D9%8A-%D9%83%D9%8A%D9%86%D9%8A%D8%A7-

%D8%AE%D8%B1%D9%8A%D8%B7%D8%A9

 

CAMC 

 

Nanjing Agriculture  University (NAUEgerton University 

                                                           

( ) Central Intelligence Agency The world Fact Book: Kenya 

 https://www.cia.gov/library/publications/the-world-factbook/geos/ke.html 

https://ar.maps-kenya-ke.com/%D9%82%D9%8A%D8%A7%D8%B3-%D9%85%D8%B3%D8%AA%D9%88%D9%89-%D8%A7%D9%84%D8%B3%D9%83%D9%83-%D8%A7%D9%84%D8%AD%D8%AF%D9%8A%D8%AF%D9%8A%D8%A9-%D9%81%D9%8A-%D9%83%D9%8A%D9%86%D9%8A%D8%A7-%D8%AE%D8%B1%D9%8A%D8%B7%D8%A9
https://ar.maps-kenya-ke.com/%D9%82%D9%8A%D8%A7%D8%B3-%D9%85%D8%B3%D8%AA%D9%88%D9%89-%D8%A7%D9%84%D8%B3%D9%83%D9%83-%D8%A7%D9%84%D8%AD%D8%AF%D9%8A%D8%AF%D9%8A%D8%A9-%D9%81%D9%8A-%D9%83%D9%8A%D9%86%D9%8A%D8%A7-%D8%AE%D8%B1%D9%8A%D8%B7%D8%A9
https://ar.maps-kenya-ke.com/%D9%82%D9%8A%D8%A7%D8%B3-%D9%85%D8%B3%D8%AA%D9%88%D9%89-%D8%A7%D9%84%D8%B3%D9%83%D9%83-%D8%A7%D9%84%D8%AD%D8%AF%D9%8A%D8%AF%D9%8A%D8%A9-%D9%81%D9%8A-%D9%83%D9%8A%D9%86%D9%8A%D8%A7-%D8%AE%D8%B1%D9%8A%D8%B7%D8%A9
https://ar.maps-kenya-ke.com/%D9%82%D9%8A%D8%A7%D8%B3-%D9%85%D8%B3%D8%AA%D9%88%D9%89-%D8%A7%D9%84%D8%B3%D9%83%D9%83-%D8%A7%D9%84%D8%AD%D8%AF%D9%8A%D8%AF%D9%8A%D8%A9-%D9%81%D9%8A-%D9%83%D9%8A%D9%86%D9%8A%D8%A7-%D8%AE%D8%B1%D9%8A%D8%B7%D8%A9
https://ar.maps-kenya-ke.com/%D9%82%D9%8A%D8%A7%D8%B3-%D9%85%D8%B3%D8%AA%D9%88%D9%89-%D8%A7%D9%84%D8%B3%D9%83%D9%83-%D8%A7%D9%84%D8%AD%D8%AF%D9%8A%D8%AF%D9%8A%D8%A9-%D9%81%D9%8A-%D9%83%D9%8A%D9%86%D9%8A%D8%A7-%D8%AE%D8%B1%D9%8A%D8%B7%D8%A9
https://ar.maps-kenya-ke.com/%D9%82%D9%8A%D8%A7%D8%B3-%D9%85%D8%B3%D8%AA%D9%88%D9%89-%D8%A7%D9%84%D8%B3%D9%83%D9%83-%D8%A7%D9%84%D8%AD%D8%AF%D9%8A%D8%AF%D9%8A%D8%A9-%D9%81%D9%8A-%D9%83%D9%8A%D9%86%D9%8A%D8%A7-%D8%AE%D8%B1%D9%8A%D8%B7%D8%A9
https://www.cia.gov/library/publications/the-world-factbook/geos/ke.html
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NAU

التي تواجه الاستثمارات الصينية في كينيا وسبل  رابعاً: اهم التحديات
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  Coca Codo Sinclair Dam 

 

               

         

    .

        

   

                                                           

( ) Adel Abdel Ghafar and Anna L. Jacobs: Beijing calling: Assessing China’s growing 

footprint in North Africa ,( Washington, DC.: Brookings, Monday, September 23, 

2019  

 https://www.brookings.edu/research/beijing-calling-assessing-chinas-growing-footprint-

in-north-africa/ 

( ) DIÁLOGO Magazine (Military Magazine) China Builds Hydroelectric Plant with Cracks 

in Ecuador, By  Julieta Pelcastre / Diálogo, February 15, 2019 

 https://dialogo-americas.com/articles/china-builds-hydroelectric-plant-with-cracks-in-

ecuador/#.YaHCum1BzIU 

        :  

 

 http://www.qiraatafrican.com/home/new/%D8%A3%D8%A8%D8%B9%D8%A7%D8%AF-

%D8%A7%D9%84%D8%A7%D9%87%D8%AA%D9%85%D8%A7%D9%85-

%D8%A7%D9%84%D8%B5%D9%8A%D9%86%D9%8A-%D8%A8%D8%B4%D8%B1%D9%82-

%D8%A5%D9%81%D8%B1%D9%8A%D9%82%D9%8A%D8%A7-

%D8%A7%D9%84%D9%81%D8%B1%D8%B5-

%D9%88%D8%A7%D9%84%D8%B9%D9%82%D8%A8%D8%A7%D8%AA#sthash.Tm4bt04b.dpbs 

https://www.brookings.edu/experts/adel-abdel-ghafar/
https://www.brookings.edu/experts/adel-abdel-ghafar/
https://www.brookings.edu/author/anna-l-jacobs/
https://www.brookings.edu/research/beijing-calling-assessing-chinas-growing-footprint-in-north-africa/
https://www.brookings.edu/research/beijing-calling-assessing-chinas-growing-footprint-in-north-africa/
https://dialogo-americas.com/articles/china-builds-hydroelectric-plant-with-cracks-in-ecuador/#.YaHCum1BzIU
https://dialogo-americas.com/articles/china-builds-hydroelectric-plant-with-cracks-in-ecuador/#.YaHCum1BzIU
http://www.qiraatafrican.com/home/new/%D8%A3%D8%A8%D8%B9%D8%A7%D8%AF-%D8%A7%D9%84%D8%A7%D9%87%D8%AA%D9%85%D8%A7%D9%85-%D8%A7%D9%84%D8%B5%D9%8A%D9%86%D9%8A-%D8%A8%D8%B4%D8%B1%D9%82-%D8%A5%D9%81%D8%B1%D9%8A%D9%82%D9%8A%D8%A7-%D8%A7%D9%84%D9%81%D8%B1%D8%B5-%D9%88%D8%A7%D9%84%D8%B9%D9%82%D8%A8%D8%A7%D8%AA#sthash.Tm4bt04b.dpbs
http://www.qiraatafrican.com/home/new/%D8%A3%D8%A8%D8%B9%D8%A7%D8%AF-%D8%A7%D9%84%D8%A7%D9%87%D8%AA%D9%85%D8%A7%D9%85-%D8%A7%D9%84%D8%B5%D9%8A%D9%86%D9%8A-%D8%A8%D8%B4%D8%B1%D9%82-%D8%A5%D9%81%D8%B1%D9%8A%D9%82%D9%8A%D8%A7-%D8%A7%D9%84%D9%81%D8%B1%D8%B5-%D9%88%D8%A7%D9%84%D8%B9%D9%82%D8%A8%D8%A7%D8%AA#sthash.Tm4bt04b.dpbs
http://www.qiraatafrican.com/home/new/%D8%A3%D8%A8%D8%B9%D8%A7%D8%AF-%D8%A7%D9%84%D8%A7%D9%87%D8%AA%D9%85%D8%A7%D9%85-%D8%A7%D9%84%D8%B5%D9%8A%D9%86%D9%8A-%D8%A8%D8%B4%D8%B1%D9%82-%D8%A5%D9%81%D8%B1%D9%8A%D9%82%D9%8A%D8%A7-%D8%A7%D9%84%D9%81%D8%B1%D8%B5-%D9%88%D8%A7%D9%84%D8%B9%D9%82%D8%A8%D8%A7%D8%AA#sthash.Tm4bt04b.dpbs
http://www.qiraatafrican.com/home/new/%D8%A3%D8%A8%D8%B9%D8%A7%D8%AF-%D8%A7%D9%84%D8%A7%D9%87%D8%AA%D9%85%D8%A7%D9%85-%D8%A7%D9%84%D8%B5%D9%8A%D9%86%D9%8A-%D8%A8%D8%B4%D8%B1%D9%82-%D8%A5%D9%81%D8%B1%D9%8A%D9%82%D9%8A%D8%A7-%D8%A7%D9%84%D9%81%D8%B1%D8%B5-%D9%88%D8%A7%D9%84%D8%B9%D9%82%D8%A8%D8%A7%D8%AA#sthash.Tm4bt04b.dpbs
http://www.qiraatafrican.com/home/new/%D8%A3%D8%A8%D8%B9%D8%A7%D8%AF-%D8%A7%D9%84%D8%A7%D9%87%D8%AA%D9%85%D8%A7%D9%85-%D8%A7%D9%84%D8%B5%D9%8A%D9%86%D9%8A-%D8%A8%D8%B4%D8%B1%D9%82-%D8%A5%D9%81%D8%B1%D9%8A%D9%82%D9%8A%D8%A7-%D8%A7%D9%84%D9%81%D8%B1%D8%B5-%D9%88%D8%A7%D9%84%D8%B9%D9%82%D8%A8%D8%A7%D8%AA#sthash.Tm4bt04b.dpbs
http://www.qiraatafrican.com/home/new/%D8%A3%D8%A8%D8%B9%D8%A7%D8%AF-%D8%A7%D9%84%D8%A7%D9%87%D8%AA%D9%85%D8%A7%D9%85-%D8%A7%D9%84%D8%B5%D9%8A%D9%86%D9%8A-%D8%A8%D8%B4%D8%B1%D9%82-%D8%A5%D9%81%D8%B1%D9%8A%D9%82%D9%8A%D8%A7-%D8%A7%D9%84%D9%81%D8%B1%D8%B5-%D9%88%D8%A7%D9%84%D8%B9%D9%82%D8%A8%D8%A7%D8%AA#sthash.Tm4bt04b.dpbs
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( ) China Culture Center In Egypt 

 https://www.facebook.com/events/764276130716087/ 

( ) Discovery chines 

 http://www.discoverychinese.com/ 

( ) Candice S. Newcomb " The Impact of Chinese Investments on the Kenyan 

Economy",(CA: Chapman University, Wilkinson College of Arts, Humanities, 

and Social Sciences Submitted in partial fulfillment of the requirements for the 

degree of Masters of International Studies August 2020) P66. 

https://www.facebook.com/events/764276130716087/
http://www.discoverychinese.com/
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