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Environmental Causes of Communal Conflicts in Lake Chad Basin
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Abstract

Since 1960s, the nexus between environment and conflict
gained wide academic recognition, as a result of several research
projects’ success in exploring the role of environmental changes
in agitating ongoing conflicts and introducing new ones. Eco-
violence theory introduced by Thomas Homer-Dixon was one of
the most prominent contributions in tracing the multi-phased
chain of causality that starts with environmental changes leading
to conflict. Over the past three decades, lake Chad basin
consisted an ideal case study in verifying eco-violence theory.
Severe decrease in water level in lake Chad accelerated
desertification of wvast areas in four countries (Nigeria,
Cameroon, Niger and Chad). As a result of suffering from
prolonged waves of drought and famine, lake Chad basin
witnessed significant increase in inter-communal tensions, and
in intra-communal tensions as well. Quantitative and qualitative
development of communal conflicts occurred through a path that
made ethnic strife and economic competition more violent and
less solvable, accompanied by extremely devastating long-term
repercussions. Consequently, it gains more importance to
integrate  measures of mitigating negative effects of
environmental changes to conflict resolution policies in lake
Chad basin in order to guarantee efficiency and sustainability.
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1 United Nations Office for the Coordination of Humanitarian Affairs (OCHA), Lake

Chad Basin: Crisis Overview, 23 January 2019.
https://reliefweb.int/report/nigeria/lake-chad-basin-crisis-overview-23-january-2019
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s Y ] ]t ?
1



Jalmaal .u

GU skl e B Bjpean Caslialy suaall LalY) 3 clag @I Al

Glahally 35aall clehal aam oh dlayall 03 G maw oo Eoll) dlsjal) 4i2gd
5 e St clelpally Sl sl cp AL Ay Aalal) z 3l clig diexal
DAY Al g ddens Vil €Yy Laatn Y e jil) ilegumsall s e
aplie G Janll Ty dlapall o3 By LAy Gluwe ) s g Jlais) e Sl
¥l Sl GeY) Glesiage o ThaalSl Daad Lind suaa aalies ghyally dtul
s Human and Environmental Security and Peace (HESP) aSluly ALy
Dlsally Liilly & LallS dagally Alall @ gl Jalgall (s paall o 5y ST vl
Easlilly (pmall Jonilly Sl el lasYl dlaiall Laghll @l Jalsall g 4Ll

gty dely3lly
et} i Sf Aty Ba LT

O )l 8 Llaly Yoas SSYI (o) oLl (guin sasn Gulagt S i

Ll slale aal aay (Ml Lgalgal panalSY) Zualall Tylas cclefyeally il Jalsall
QA Gliead (4 dald Baxdall oS jesd QLS Gl Cus L ophall )
dae b cllall Jsa Aauhall cV e dall b oojlaa) & SelSie Tylas oliy (papiial
Al GlBle e @S Hlee (389 ddiall Glelpall W) e Al clpal) )08
Al 8 a5 ) due LaaV s Lol B (e al) £ ) e 55008 Ll clpails
dalae b ol o Y s U GV o (JBa da o L oaind) glyal) )
258 lly dabiall s 8yagl) (e BuS dnge o L o (Ka el b sasag
&5 Oas bagd) il Al haliall 4 SIS uSHl 4 alie bzl ) la)sy
by Bl e gendly ALaY) Glegend) o Ylaa) ST A8y lelall muas
aan S e Al bl e clall g o b)) bl (Kar ¢« AT olad)

Q BT T gt (4)) ail
{



SLAT Spms (g § auladl clelpall 2ol Sl |

Dlpall dald Daandal) 3jlsall Caytin o) (Sar (53l dviaall Aakaiall & (gabeaiBy) Ll
0), G ieal) At} & 3 ) ol Ailie (e 28l of 4lE (ge Le g9 cBanatiall

saall dadipe wlelyal) Y Lledl) 3 agn o) oSe A At cDIKEA Al sy
‘(‘)& Jidih Aty e e Acute Conflict

cbadl pulma¥l -

LOg)sY) Ak JSB -

Araalall Cudg N -

el -

Aaeh N gyl JSE -

AL gl Tujaal) sy sl -
ASendl 59 Al Lailn -

pda (S a3 Ll ed LASHEA] aclslll (e 230 lgiy pen lgmaes KA o38
Bseay it Al dpanlall ) chaadl) Glas 3 Jan Yy Gl pia e OIS
i (g 2aY) B BT ) CO L35S OIS 538 ani Al Aali ey L)
DT 3 g3sS 8 i Al OIS sda i IS L g Candiall Joa) e Lyl
b ke lil) oda e (K Y layeeds Ll ayneid Irreversible daSU ALGE e Al
o3 S5 Bpal Lali ey cdaludl SBY) o3 Cilie (o V) paliall Slad) olany)
P Aedmiall Joll Glubw o ge aill Glo Al Joall A 5€ 8ygemn OIS
).l Jg¥) cuecidl)

Gy cealsll il e Dt agin Al CDIKAAN e degiiall desenall o2 (S
Sa Laid plaal) Lhal ) 3 ey Cus e e Giias Cus (98] pules

1- Thomas F. Homer-Dixon, "On the Threshold: Environmental Changes as Causes

of Acute Conflict”, International Security, (Cambridge: MIT Press, Vol. 16, No.
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Politics and Stability, Fall 2002). Pp. 286-290.
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1- Akos Trszkai, "Water Conflicts: Case Study-Lake Chad Conflict”, Geopolitics And

Geostrategies: Trends And Perspectives (Bucharest: Centrul de Studil Strategice,
Issue 68/69 2018). Pp. 57-58.

-Christian Man, Conflict, Environmental Degradation, and Food Security in
Northeast Nigeria, Center for Strategic and International Studies (CSIS), June 8,
2020.

https://www.csis.org/analysis/conflict-environmental-degradation-and-food-security-
northeast-nigeria

2- Roosevelt Osazenaye Idehen, and UbelejitRenner Ikuru, "Migration and the
Emerging Security Challenges in West Africa: Case of Fulani Herders/sedentary
Farmers Conflict in Nigeria", International Journal of Arts and Humanities,

(Bahir Dar: International Association of African Researchers and Reviewers, Vol.
8, No. 31, September 2019). Pp. 129-130.
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Africa: Exploring the Causes and Consequences”, Information, Society and
Justice, (London: Department of Applied Social Sciences (DASS) at the London
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Integration: pastoralists’ strategies in a comparative view", Max Planck Institute
Working Paper, (Halle: Max Planck Institute for Social Anthropology, No. 48,
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