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THE HISTORY OF BADI DURING THE FIRST

FIVE CENTURIES OF ISLAM

ol dibe 90

Badi is a deserted and destroyed island, on the eastern shore of Africa
aine centuries ago. The Islamic sources report that Badi was an Arabic
port, constructed by the Arab Muslim tribes who immigrated and crossed
the Red Sea, and settled on the eastern shore of Africa that faces the
Arabian Peninsula. The first immigrations of the Arabs to this shore
dated some centuries before Islam. They mingled and intermarried with

the Beja tribes whowere the inhabitants of that shore. The numbers of
the Arabs incrcased after the rise of Islam.

Beja is the name given by Islamic authors to a group of truly Hami-
tic nomadic tribes who lived in the eastern district between the Nile, the
Atbara, and the Red Sea Hills, the eastern desert, and the hills south of
Tokar. Al-Yacubi, in his history, states that there were five Beja King-
doms overrunning a port of the Axumite Kingdom between the Nile and
the Red Sea. The fourth of these Kingdoms is called : Jarin, that bas
a powerful kgin, whose rule extends from the port of Badi on the sea
-coast to the Frontier of Barakat.

The Beja are one of the most important ethnic groups in the region
between the Nile and the Red Sea. They mingled with the Arabs at.
adopted Islam. Towards the end of the first century AH., a powerful
Beja tribe, Al-Zanafij, had penetrated the Eriterean plateau through the
valley of the Baraka, when the Axumite Kingdom was at the most depres-
sed period of its history, and could do little to maintain its sovereignty
-over the plains.

The Caliph Umar Ibn. Al-Khattab was reported to have dispatched
a small naval expedition against an Abyssinian fleet in 640 A.D., but the
Arab fleet suffered so disastrously, that Umar would have no more to do
‘with the sea. It is probable that this expedition was really directed agas-
nst piratical lairs on the Red Sea coasts. In 83 AH. Abyssinian pirates
raided and <acked Jidda, and caused such a scare in Mecca that the

-
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Muslims were forced to take active measures against them. In order to-
protect the Red Sea trade they decided to obtain anchorages on the op-
posite coast, and occupied Dahlak. Thus Islam established the first bri-
degehead which Led to the occupation of other coastal bases, and the.
gradual penectration of Islam among the Beja tribes iuco East Africa.
The establishment of Badi dated the first century A.D., by the Ara-
bian Muslim tribes, during the reign of the Second Caliph Umar Ibn
Al-Khattab. Many tribes from Syria departed to Badi during the reign of
the Umayyids. At the end of the Umayyad Caliphate and the rising of
the Abassides, some Umayyad emirs, accompanied by their slaves and
attendents, fled to Badi after the bloodshed of the Abbassides.

Badi had flourished as a port during the first five centuries of Islam.

It was deserted suddenly, and many questions had to be answered
about its accidental desertation, and its dramatic fate.

But for the limitation of the exact situation of the ruins and remains
of Badi, Professor Crowfoot reported that he had discovered them on the
island of Airi, which lies 30 miles away from the port of Zaila. He
said that Badi was situated on the i1land of Airi. Others declared that
Badi was the port of Massawa, the main port of Ethiopia nowadays.

Sir Crawford could give us the exact situation of Badi, depending
upon the report of Al-Yakubi. Yakubi reports that «between Sawakin
and Aidhab is Sunjula, an island between the headland of Jebel Daway
and Jebel Ibn Jarchem. Going down the coast one comes next to the.
island of Badi, which is at a distance of two days sail. Then continuing
the journcy one anchors at Dahlak ater four days. From Dahlak to
Zaila is six days. Badi is an island rich in production and in cattle ; it
is opposite to Hali. Barka is near the island of Badi which is distant a
day’s journcy».

Professor Crawford reports that Badi, once thought to be Massawa, .
has been shown by Crowfoort to have been on the island of Airi. His
identification is confirmed by this passage of Ibn Hawgal which puts
Badi between Sanjula and Dahlak 4 days sail from the latter island.
Ibn Hawgal says that Dahlak is opposite to Athr, which from this
description must be the Buri peninsula called Hurtoo on Salt’s map and
probably to be identified with the Aroteres of Pliny.
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