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Ashi Village
An Anthropological Study
Dr. Soad Shaaban

This field-work study aimed to give a clear idea about the social life of
upper Egyptian community.

The study concerned with patterns of culture. behaviour, and prevailing values.

Kinship structure consists mainly of nine clans to which all viilage families
belongs, and their chiefs keen order and social control.

From the economic aspect Ashi people practise agriculture that depends
mainly on animails and primitive machinaery and tools, and also some other
tasks needed. Due to lack of agricultural lands, some people emmigrate to
other regtons seaking for prosperity to enjoy life.

T he importance of this research is to indicate the social values and inheri-

ted traditions that people still practise in spite of its conflict with the change
attitudes that aimed to improve the rural life.

The study also showed that the people in this rural community are ready
to accept the elements of material changes, like new technology. On the con-
trary they still reject any immaterial change, such as birth control, women dis—
crimination (education, employment and their role in social life) and vengeance.

Considering the necessity of social change, all rural community will be able

to get nd of the development obstacles and adapt the new life conditions gradu-
ally.
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