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An Anthropologicol Study of Horeen Yillage
Dr. Soad Shaapan

A study of the social and cultural aspects of a rural community. The
data was collected through intensive field work by means of participant obse-
rvation of individual behavior and attitudes as indicative of the prevailing
values and b:zliefs of the community.

Ir is indeed noticable that in Egypt today, as in some other African coun-

tries, rural communities are undergoing radical changes which have bzen caused
b7 a number of factors. There is an increasing demand today calling for the
developmen:' of the Egyptian village as one of the objectives of national plans

for developmen-.

The situation precipiiated the need for studies covering the various aspoects
(economic, religious, political, as well as the patterns of kinship rclatious,
ctc.) of the existing social systems. The anthropological approach is the
most suited for giving a comprehensive and over all picture of a community.

The research revealed an urgent need for the study of rural communities
bringing to hight their cultural traitsbefore they are overwhelmed by the accele
rating social changes. Such a written resord of the Egyptian villages will
serve i the future as a mainstay for furthor rescarch aiming at a docper under-
standing and meight in‘o rural life.
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